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are never divorced from home-life to which they
belong while working. Industrial workers number
800,000 which is small in a country with seventy
million population, most of these come to industrial
centres for three years and return to the villages after
this period. I saw them working in Osaka cotton
mills, in every sense feminine. What a certain sec-
tion of Japanese women are after is indicated by
the following extract from the Baroness's book:
*'Japanese women have not yet gained the right to
vote, either in national or municipal elections. A
Japanese woman cannot be a higher official than a
teacher in a government school. None of us can be
a judge, a lawyer, or a public notary. The elimina-
tion of every personal right, such as the ownership of
property and independent action, from married
women, is a terrible disgrace to our country". I
do not however think that this picture of negation
matters much, for the social life of Japan unlike in
the West is not at all compatible with independent
careers for Japanese women outside the family, such
as are available in big industrial towns of Europe and
America, and the majority of Japanese women who
take life still from the artistic point of view do not
seek such careers as their life's goal, nor do they
want votes. They have plenty of scope to develop
their artistic talents, though there is a movement
amongst the minority called the Women's Suffragette
Alliance, established in 1923.